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Soil Background: 

Ammonia -Nitrogen (NH
4

+1
)

A fertile soil may be expected to give a low ammonia 
nitrogen test reading unless there has been a recent 
application of nitrogenous fertilizer in forms other than 
the nitrate.  The rapid disappearance of ammonia after 
fertilizer application indicates the desired 
transformation of the ammonia to the more available 
nitrate compounds.  In forest soils, ammonia is the 
most abundant available form of nitrogen.  If there is a 
satisfactory rate of nitrogen transformation, the humus 
layers of a forest soil will produce very high 
concentrations of ammonia nitrogen.


